Lymphosarcoma is a common neoplasm affecting all species of domestic animals. The first report of lymphosarcoma in a domestic animal was in a horse in 1853 [9] . A recent review of lymphosarcoma in the horse cited 9 1 cases [9]. At least seven other cases have been reported 11-3, 6, 10, 141. In cases in which age was reported, only three of 30 horses were less than 4 years old; two were in foals 2 and 4 months old [9] .
: Uniform, discrete, neoplastic lymphoblasts in abdominal lymph node. HE. athy were other reported signs. Dermal nodules were reported in three horses [9] . Hematologic values varied: leukemia was noted in 15 of 26 horses in which this determination was made 191. One horse with hypercalcemia was reported [3]. On the basis of necropsy findings. multicentric lymphosarcoma was the most common form in the horse. The multicentric form includes enlargement of thoracic and abdominal lymph nodes and spleen. These changes were more frequent than peripheral lymphadenopathy. The stomach, small intestine, ovary. uterus and heart also can be affected by this neoplasm [9-1 I , 13. 141.
We have found no other reports of lymphosarcoma in a newborn foal. Demonstration of virus-like particles in neoplastic lymphoblasts from our foal was a serendipitous finding. These particles were morphologically similar to those of members of the family Retroviridae [4] . This family includes both oncogenic C-type RNA viruses of other species and the equine infectious anemia virus IS]. The dam had a negative response in the agar-gel immunodiffusion test (Coggins' test) for equine infectious anemia, but it is not known if the sire was negative or positive. In a study of 20 foals from breedings in which the stallion or mare or both were seropositive in the agar-gel immunodiffusion test for the virus [ 121, vertical transmission was not evident. Transmission of this virus from the stallion to the foal thus seems unlikely. Failure to demonstrate virus-like particles, similar to those in neoplastic lymphocytes from the foal, in cultured lymphocytes from the mare does not rule out such a virus in her genome. Vertical transmission of virus-like particles from the stallion or mare, and in ufero horizontal transmission from the mare are both possible. Examination of additional horses and experimental transmission of similar virus-like particles must be done before such particles can be suggested as a causative agent of equine lymphosarcoma.
